
Join us this Sunday for worship at St. Mark’s.  Randy will be continuing in 
his new series  “The Lord and His Prayer”.  This week’s message will be 
“Give Us This Day” and will come from Psalm 45: 3b-21.   

Traditional services are at 9:30 am and Modern services are at 10:55 am.    
All Sunday school classes will be back at their regular time and area.  If 
you don’t attend a class drop by one and try it out.    

If you are not able to attend Worship services there will be a live stream-
ing of worship. To watch the life stream, you can join us at 9:30 am Sun-
day morning at:   

If you are not able to attend Worship services there will be a live 
streaming of worship. To watch the life stream, you can join us 
at 9:30 am Sunday morning at:  https://youtu.be/FDejaa_3tHg  

September 7, 2022 

 

 

St. Mark’s Pledge Drive  for disaffiliation 

For full details go to 

page 7 for letter  

from Mike Kilby,  

 Finance Chairperson 

https://youtu.be/FDejaa_3tHg


      

 Transitional Prayer Team 
With all the conversation and activity going on 
around the transitions taking place the Church 
Council felt that this was a critical time for us as 
a church to set aside a time of prayer.  A team 
has been put together to help us all join together 
in prayer as we seek God’s wisdom during this 
time.  Each Monday a Prayer guide will be avail-
able listing specific areas for us to be in prayer together in.  It will be sent to the church email 
and be available on the Church Center app also.  If you are not getting it please let the office 
know so we can make sure you are connected.  Below is a copy of the third weeks guide-
lines.  St. Markians believe in the power of prayer and during this time we expect to see God 
move.  
Transitional Prayer Needs September 6-12 
 

Bible Reading : Ephesians 2: 1- 10  
 

Prayers for: Our transitional team to have clarity as they work through all 
the requirements to disaffiliate required by the conference Each member 
to give financially as the Lord leads to meet our obligations to the confer-
ence Many will participate in the opportunities for fellowship and disciple-
ship this week Members will be informed on the Global Methodist Church 
and have a settled spirit on how to vote about joining this new denomina-
tion on September 18th Each member to serve joyfully and with thanks-
giving as God leads them in sharing his kingdom with others  

St. Mark’s All Church Conference  

Sunday September 18 10:35 am—Sanctuary 
The church will be having another church conference on September 18th between services.  There is only 

one order of business and it will be run by our own people.  The vote will be whether or not  as we move 

forward whether we want to become a part of the Global Methodist Church.  You can learn more about 

details by going to page 10 f the newsletter and reading from the letter Jay Sears, our Chairperson of the 

Church Council.  We want everyone’s voice heard so we hope you are able to attend.   



 

 

Safe Sanctuary—Leadership Training 
With School getting started and with programming beginning to get planned for the Fall  St. Mark’s is look-

ing at how to make ministry the best and safest we can for all.  We will be making some changes in the 

way we train and do security checks.  Over the next few weeks all those who are in ministry to children , 

youth and vulnerable adults will be receiving new material that we will have all staff and volunteers go 

through.  On top of that you may want to check with your team leaders for any additional training that may 

be going on.  The Children, CDO, Kings and Queens will be having a 

specialized training on August 28th at noon and August 31st at 6 pm.  We 

will be using a company called Ministry Safe as a tool for training also.  

They have decades of experience training and provide a sound ministry 

basis.  Be watching and let’s make St. Mark’s an even safer and more 

Second Winders 

Returns 
After a summer hiatus  

Second Winders will kick off their month-

ly meeting on September 8th at noon.  

The meal will be Indian Tacos followed 

by a program celebrating Native Ameri-

can Culture.  Follow-

ing the meal there 

will be an optional 

extended times for those who would like 

to play games and have some fellow-

ship.  Everyone is welcome to second 

winders.   

Then on September 19th, they will take a 

road trip to the First American Museum.  

You can sign up 

for that trip on the 

office counter.  

Come join us. 



 

 

New Bible Study  - Wednesday 1:30 pm 
Join us for 7 weeks as we prepare to get soaked in the life of Jonah and find out 
how this prophet’s adventurously inspired by God book is not just for children. Real 
or fiction?   Sign up to get your feet wet: sheet on the narthex counter;  
Starting Wednesday, September 7 at 1:30 in room 18 
More Info Text:   K. Fisher (405)833-5820;  
                              e-mail kfbirdfeeder@gmail.com. 

Wednesday Night Fall Programming Gearing up 
Fall programming is kicking off at St. Mark’s.  The prayer team has 

begun meeting  at 6 pm in the prayer room.  The choir will be having 

rehearsal starting at 6:30 pm.  On September 7th, all other program-

ming will begin.  Children, Youth and adult studies will follow our 

meal together which kicks off at 5:30 pm.  Check below for adult Bi-

ble Studies 

Wednesdays @ 5:30 pm 

Armor of God  - A Wednesday night study for adults  
 
In the introduction to this study, Priscilla Shirer writes, “A very real enemy has been scheming against you, 
assaulting you, coming after your emotions, your mind, your future.  Are you ready for him not to have vic-

tory anymore?  Join us as we learn to arm ourselves and prepare to stand firm 
against his schemes. And, as we learn about what to wear to ensure victory, we’re 
simultaneously going to engage in what to do to guarantee it. Each week, we’ll 
employ the secret weapon that has been divinely authorized by God Himself to 
stop the devil in his tracks.” 
 
This study will kick off on September 7th following dinner.  Beverly Ray and Casey 
Cassidy will be leading the study.   
 
If you are interested in this study, please get a guide entitled – Armor of God Teen 
Study Guide by Priscilla Shirer.   They are available on Amazon for $14.99 or 
$18.99 depending on delivery date.  Sign up on the church Counter 

Bible Study on the Letter to the Romans 
The book of Romans is considered by many to be the apostle Paul’s greatest written work. In this One 
Book Daily-Weekly, noted New Testament scholar Dr. Ben Witherington III leads learners to grow in 
knowledge and faith as they begin to discover the enormous breadth and depth of 
the scripture contained therein. Over the course of twelve-weeks, this poignant study 
will guide students toward holy love, revealing more of Christ through deeper under-
standing.   

This Study will also kick off on September 14th in room 18.  Clayton Croy will lead 
this group and it should be full of wonderful content and discussion.  If you would like 
a study guide, you can get one in the church office for $15.   
Sign up  on the church counter and come be a part.   

mailto:kfbirdfeeder@gmail.com








 

St. Mark’s Garden Club 
He has made everything beautiful in His Time  

 Ecclesiastes 3:11 
If you would like to be involved in keeping the gardens of 

St. Mark’s maintained and beautiful, please contact Leslie 

Sipes at 405-850-8743 

Save The Date 
An event we hope a lot of St. 

Markians are able to attend.   
 

Learn More@ Stirupthefire.come/about 

GREAT JOB ST. MARKIANS 
What a great job you did of meeting a need.  We were able to 

raise over $5200 to help our missionary JeDene Reeder in get-

ting some much needed transportation.   



  

 
Facts and Figures 

 

2022 Annual Budget   635,934 
 
Rec’d toward Operating    9/5/2022             14, 856 
Year to Date 2022 
 Rec’d toward offering (thru 8/31/22) .….....318,801 
 Expenses (thru 8/31/22) ….…...…...…….  357,015 
 
Disaffiliation Fund Campaign   
 Goal   467,000  
 Through 9/5/2022 (20 gifts)   72,180 
 
Attendance                            
              Sunday, August 28    Total      247 
      Combined Service…........    168 
      Online …………………...       79 

   Staff Emails   
If you have questions please feel free to contact the staff. 
 

Randy Wade    Revwade5@gmail.com  

Becky Roman  becky@stmarksbethany.com  

Sharon Hunt   sharon@stmarksbethany.com   

Kayla Gannon  kayla@stmarksbethany.com  

Bequer Gomez   bequer@stmarksbethany.com 

Jackie Swedlow  finance@stmarksbethany.com  

Pat Morford       pat@stmarksbethany.com 

We need you to sign up if you haven’t.  Imagine being able to have the church calendar, directory, 
giving and financial records, access to latest news, live services and more 
available at one spot.    On your phone, pad or computer you will always 
be up to date.  This Sunday we will be giving a quick overview of it.  To 
download the app just click on this link and it will walk you through step by 
step instructions.  Download Church Center  The whole process should 
take just a few minutes.   

Mark Your Calendars 
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December 18th,  7:30 to 1:30 

Prayer Box 

Jane Foreman 

Ronnie Williams (Hickman’s friend) 

Cheryl Andrews 

Tiffany Montesano 

Lavina Bonifield (DIL Margaret 

Bonifield) 

Ina Walker (sister Bobbi Pinkerton) 

Mike Kolar (son of Ruth Martyn) 

 

 

Marty Croy 

Patsy McDowell 

Dianna & Jeff Davidson 

Paula Galt 

Kelli (daughter Cheryl Pavelko 

Esmeralda Manuel 

Mary Desmukes 
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Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ whose Love, understanding and scriptures support us in all that 
we do. I pray that the Holy Spirit is now and with you always.  
 
St. Mark’s is going through exciting times in the history of its ministry and mission. Opportunities are 
abundant at St. Mark’s and we have many opportunities to demonstrate our long standing history of 
seeking after God’s will through Methodism.  
 
To seek to stay a Bible believing and Holy Spirit filled Church we recently voted to disaffiliate from the 
United Methodist Church. This means that after the next annual conference we will  no longer be part of 
the United Methodist Church, but it also means that our calling as God’s Church continues to be as clear 
as the day we were founded over 50 years ago.  
 
As we continue to look at our ministries and missions we look forward to the next steps. After contempla-
tion, discussion and prayer our church council has voted to recommend we affiliate with the Global Meth-
odist Church. The Global Methodist Church has been founded to support churches that have Methodist 
values and connectionalism in their spirit in a bottom up fashion. Churches that are seeking to be open to 
the Holy Spirit and willing to study and uphold His Scriptures will be able to remain themselves while be-
ing part of a National and Global commitment to missions and ministries.    
 
The Global Methodist Church is not asking for a commitment through contract or trust, but is seeking to 
provide a way for churches, like St. Mark’s, to be connectional while remaining autonomous in owning 
our facilities, supporting our pastors and our congregation. The GMC is seeking to provide support and 
continuing education for pastors while not forcing a relationship between Churches and pastors. The goal 
is to listen to churches and help in providing options instead of commands.  Our pastor will have opportu-
nities for retirement support, educational support and the coordination of connecting  with other pastors, 
but will also be afforded the opportunity be the pastor of St. Mark’s as long as both are happy with the 
pairing.  
 
The main commitment that GMC is asking is for us to decide as a church, if we want to be an active part 
in being a member and building this new denomination. On September 18, 2022 between services we 
will meet together as a church to have a vote on whether we should join the Global Methodist Church. All 
St. Mark’s members will have a say in what we are going to do.  I encourage you to do your own re-
search into the GMC and see the opportunities of being at the start of a great organization. The link be-
low is an informational meeting held at St. Mark’s on 8/14/22.  
 
Leah Greggory-Hidde on the GMC  
 
If you have any questions or comments feel free to contact me. I am so blessed to be a part of such an 
amazing Church! 
 
But even more important I beseech you to continue to study scriptures and be in a constant state of pray-
er for St. Mark’s, its members, missions and ministries.  
In Christ  

Jay Sears  
JaySears12@gmail.com  
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