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Our Mission Statement To build a family of believers who glorify God and
help each other become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ

Worship Services Continue

In addition to our continued support of online worship, we are excited
to say the live service has been growing and going well. This week
the Children will be meeting again in the back. If you would like to
oin us this coming Sunday for worship or for your children remember
hat safe spacing requirements result in a limited number of available
?_eats. Thank you for following the steps below to make your reserva-
ion.

Before Saving Your Seat for the Service: _
Are any of the following true for you or anyone in your party:

. Showing any flu-like symptoms

A fever of 100.4 or higher in the past 14 days.

« Prolonged exposure to someone who has tested positive for COVID-19.

Any medical reason to think you should not be around others.

If you answered yes to any of these, we strongly encourage you to

watch the services online rather than attend service. You can partici-

Bat_e online by _gomﬁ to YouTube.com and searching for St. Mark's
nited Methodist Church, Bethany, OK, there you will find a link to the

service on Sunday morning.

Wednesday Life Group kicks off January 13*" — Everyone welcome
If you are looking for a great way to get a pick me up in your week come
take part in the Life Group that meets at 2:00 pm on Wednesdays. They
are starting a new study “The Sacred Echo” which focuses on prayer.

Here is a quick description of the study:
When we pray, does God answer?
Was that God's voice, or my own?

the

When God really wants to get your attention, he doesn't just say something Sacred
once, he echoes. He speaks through a Sunday sermon, a chance conver- eacho
sation with a friend the next day, and even a random email. The same why is prays
theme, idea, impression, or lesson will repeat itself in surprising and unex-

pected ways until you realize that maybe, just maybe, God is at work. As m
God's voice echoes to us, we are invited to echo back to him in prayer. !

Everyone is welcome to join this group. For more information contact Jan
Greve or Dorthy Lynch.




Chidren's Miistry

Be watching your email for links to children’s programming during this time to provide opportunities to
stay in contact with one another through lessons and other concepts that Miss Sharon and Miss Ali-
cia are working on. They have returned to doing a Sunday lesson each week and you won't want to
miss these opportunities to grow with your children. Some with be interactive and others will just be
lessons and updates. Hope you and your family take advantage of these.

The children will are meeting again on Sunday mornings. They will meet during the live worship time
and parents can drop their children off in the back and then pick them up following services. There is
a protocol that will take place. Watch your email for all the details. If you need more information
contact Sharon or Alicia.

Children’s Christmas Program
If you missed the children’s video Christmas program or would like to see it again, here
is a link for you to see it at: https://youtu.be/nWZxxrMgvoM

EARLY CHILDHOOD MINISTRY DIRECTOR: CHILDREN'S MINISTRY DIRECTOR:
Sharon Hunt Alicia Schneider
Phone: 789-9033 Phone: 789-9033
Email: sharon@stmarksbethany.com Email: alicia@stmarksbethany.com
’
St. Mark’s Food Pantry

The St. Mark’s Food Pantry is changing hours to 1st and
3rd Sundays from 4pm - 5 pm. We appreciate every-
one's help through the pandemic in helping to keep things
supplied. THANKS for your patience. Currently the following
items are needed in the pantry.

Pancake Batter Syrup

Cereal Oatmeal Crackers

Soup Peanut Butter Jelly
Canned goods are always welcome!
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https://youtu.be/nWZxxrMqvoM

‘ RIGHT NOW MEDIA

= Hopefully you have been taking ad-
"g_htnanED!A vantage of the Right Now Media for
Euas rsriage R o M personal, group and family opportuni-
e = e R SIS ties offered by Right Now Media. But
with the Corona virus having us all at home and isolated more than usual we hope you take
advantage of the service to use the videos, studies and other resources to use this time to

strengthen your faith. If you have not signed up go to https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/
Invite/stmarksbethany and do so now. Once on take time to look at all the opportunities. We are even
adding a St. Mark’s channel to see original content from the church (go to libraries and click on St.
Mark’s United Methodist Church). During this time we will be adding content to this regularly. If you
have questions contact the church office.
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St. Mark’s Memorials Updated

During the coronavirus pandemic we have not been able to gather as usual for
services that celebrate eternal life in Jesus Christ and the earthly lives of mem-
bers of St Mark’s.

To help us remember, mourn, grief and celebrate we have created a page on our
web site. We will be posting short biographies of those who are a part of St.
Marks but for whom we have been unable to hold a service in the usual

way. Several new memorials have been updated with a few more still coming.
The link is on the homepage or go directly to it at: htips:/
www.stmarksbethany.com/memorials-title

Sources publicly published obituaries and the compilation of interviews with fami-
ly and/or friends. Biographies will be posted as they are completed (more to
come). Please be patient.

We hope this method of celebrating life and acknowledging our losses with be
healing.

If you have comments or input please contact pastorkeith@stmarksbethany.com

Church Office Hours
Tuesday and Thursday 8:00 am to 3:00 pm
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St. Mark’s Social Media Links

n Facebook.com - search for “stmarksbethany”

(a Instagram.com - search for “St. Mark's United Methodist Church
Twitter.com - search “@stmarksbethany”

° Youtubeom -search St Marks United Methodist Church, Bethany, OK

RlghtNow Media.com - “St. Mark’s United Methodist Church”

Zoom.com - sign up and then watch for upcoming announce-
ments on Bible Studies, Sunday School classes and other
things you can join with other members of St. Mark'’s

Daily Devotions St. Mark's
We hope you have taken advantage of the daily |
devotions that St. Markians are putting out each Daily Dev

weekday. If you are not getting the link to them daily please let the church
office know and we will make sure you get it. Devotions will continue
through at least March at this point as the pandemic still has many people
confined at home.




St. Markians staying connected
connections through the pandemic

These past few months have taken away ‘normal’ in so many

ways. One of the things that seems to be a major issue is the loss
of being connected. Seeing one another on a regular basis, having a nice chat, just being around people
who we have grown together with. The church is seeking to take a proactive role in that and so we are
kicking off “Connections”. It's goal is to challenge all of us to think about the people who we are in com-
munity with at the church and beyond and help all of us to reconnect with those we may have lost some
connection with. Each week we will put out a simple challenge to everyone to make connections! It may
be a phone call, text, email, zoom meeting, or other way. Pray about how God may use these challenges
for you.

One thing to help us all will have the availability of getting in touch with people. It's amazing how quickly
our church directory gets outdated, but the good news is that we are able to keep it up to date online and
that is available to you. To get the updated directory call the church office for the passcode and then click
on the link below to go to the online directory . Please contact church when you hear of changes that
need to be made in the online directory.
https://mobiledirectory.lifetouch.com/407016/st-marks-united-methodist-church

If you have ideas for great ways of connecting please let us know and we will share those here also.
Challenge for the week:

Give a call to a couple of people and wish them a happy new year.

Prayer Box Paula Galt
. Corona Virus issues Noma Boland
Facts and Figures Don & Fran Nobles Pat McDowel |
2020 Annual Budget ......................... 620,218 Barbara Homer Kevin& Amanda Peters famiy
Rec'd toward Operating 12/27/2020 ......... 8,903 Esther Withers & daughter
YTD 2020 Beverly Clark Jane Foreman
Rec'd toward Operating 12/27/2020......489,779 Pam & Wayne Bamnes Greg Smith
Expenditures 12/27/2020 ...................... 515,998 Jenny Shenold Marty Cro
Atond John, Jason & Cole Taloot ) Tgerp
endance
Sunday, December 27  Total 310 Carolyn Rosenthl Ladonna Mathews
In Person 64 Shaun (Sandy Kelley son) Lisa Schnell
Online 246 Dianna Davidson .
Pavelko & Knutson family Gregory S
Sherry White Janice Brown
my
, Joann Benson
Jessica Moates .
) Nina Gerardy
Letha Davis Don Greve
Joe Howell family
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