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2026 Lenten Sermon Series, The Sermon on the Mount

During Lent, we pause to listen closely to Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount.
In Matthew chapters 5 through 7, Christ calls us to a way of life marked by humility,
mercy, righteousness, and trust in God. As you pray and reflect through these
devotions, may the words of Jesus shape your heart and draw you nearer to Him.

SERVICE FEBRUARY 18 @ 6:00 PM

Lent is the forty-day season (not counting Sundays) that leads us toward Easter. Itis a time
set apart for reflection, repentance, and spiritual renewal. From its earliest beginnings, Lent
prepared believers for baptism at Easter, inviting them to turn their hearts fully toward God.

Today, Lent continues to be a season when we intentionally slow down and listen--to God's
voice, to Christ's teaching, and to the movement of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Itis a time to
examine our hearts, deepen our faith, and grow in our understanding of what it means to
follow Jesus.

Our Lenten journey begins on Ash Wednesday, when we are reminded of our mortality
and our need for God's grace. This journey leads us through repentance and reflection and
ultimately toward Easter moming, when we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ and
the promise of new life found in Him.



An Opening Prayer for the Lenten Journey

Gracious and holy God,
as | open this devotional and begin this Lenten journey,
I invite You into this time.
Quiet my heart, still my distractions,
and help me to listen for Your voice.

In these days of reflection, repentance, and renewal,
I come aware of my need for Your grace.
Create in me a clean heart,
and renew a right spirit within me.

Show me where | need Your mercy,
where | need Your healing,
and where | need to grow.

As | walk through these Lenten days,
strip away what distracts me from You.
Help me to be honest with myself,
open to Your correction,
and willing to be changed.

Shape my heart to look more like Christ,
and deepen my love for You and for others.

Walk with me through these pages and these days.
Draw me closer to the cross,
and prepare my heart to receive the hope of Easter
with gratitude, humility, and joy.

Amen.

Pause. Take a breath. Begin this season with God.



When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. 2 he began to speak and taught them,
saying: Matthew 5:1-2

Jesus was known as many things. He was known as a miracle worker, and
a prophet. He was called Master and Lord. But, by far, the title most
often used when people addressed Jesus was “teacher” or, its closely
related, “rabbi”. Jesus taught often and everywhere. He taught in
synagogues, homes, and open fields. He taught from boats, on hillsides
and in temple courts, He taught privately in small groups and he taught
publicly to huge crowds. And his teaching, everyone agreed, was singular,
He taught like no one else taught. His wisdom was piercing. His insights
were razor sharp. His truth was unblinkingly penetrating. With his
teaching came a confidence and an authority unlike any other teacher. His
teaching brought the Kingdom of God to life.

As we step Into this season of Lent and Into our exploration of Jesus’
largest and greatest single teaching segment, what we now call “The
Sermon on the Mount”, let us remember that we sit at the feet of the
greatest teacher the world has ever, or will ever, know. The Christian life
is one of constant learning. The scripture is always revealing more and
more of God's wisdom and God's ways. We will never know even a
fraction of what Jesus knows and we will never have a wisdom that
approaches his wisdom. We will never exhaust all that Jesus has to teach
us. So, whether we are people who have been leaming from him for
decades or we are people just beginning to listen to him, let us all do as
his original disciples did. Let us come to him, sit at his feet, and humbly
learn from him.

PRAYER: Jesus, Teacher, our ears, eyes, and hearts are open. Teach us
that we might learn your ways.



“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 5:3

Those simple words “Blessed are...” introduce us to the new
kingdom. When Jesus starts the Sermon on the Mount, his first
words are a blessing to those who have spiritual humility.  This is
not about money and wealth, but about recognizing our spiritual
bankruptcy, our sinful nature and our deep need for God. John
Wesley described poverty of spirit as "a just sense of our inward and
outward sins, and of our guilt and helplessness”, which is the
opposite of self-righteousness or pride.

In Jesus' day, the Sadducees and Pharisees took great pride in self-
righteous prayer (Luke 18:9-14) and the wealthy made a great show
of their offerings (Luke 21:1-4).  In those instances, Christ valued
the humble, honest, heartfelt prayer and the widows mite over the
great prideful show. The poor in spirit are those of us who humbly
seek Him in all areas of our life.

The word used for blessed is sometimes translated as “happy” but
that only scratches the surface. This blessing of Christ in the new
kingdom means to be happy, blessed spiritually, blessed physically, to
have a life-giving joy that quenches our soul’s thirst for more of God.
This is a blessing that carries us through today and into forever. This
is God's blessing on us as citizens of His kingdom which has no end.
As we read today's passage, let us approach God with humility, in
total dependance upon His grace and enjoying his blessings.

PRAYER: Gracious Lord, take away all traces of self-sufficiency for
me. Let me be poor in spirit, but rich in faith and alive in Your
kingdom forever. May | live this day in humble dependance on You,
and may Your immense grace be sufficient for me.  Help me walk
away from spiritual pride or arrogance, to be humble before you, Lord

Jesus.  Amen. r?((n,_ (7%” L_S}Mn{
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“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Matthew 5:4

When | read the list of those who are blessed in the Beatitudes, many
of their situations strike me as desirable. Blessed are those who are . .
. poor in spirit (know they need God), meek (humble), hunger and
thirst after righteousness, merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers, suffer
for justice’s sake (not ideal, but better than suffering needlessly).

The situation that seems least desirable to me in the list of Beatitudes
would be that of those who mourn. Mourming means that a great loss
has occurred. It means hope is lost - or at least very distant. It means
that intense emotional anguish is causing deep physical expressions of
grief. And often, the cause of this pain seems arbitrary, pointless.
“Why did this have to happen?” we ask in these situations. We feel our
full limits as humans and our powerlessness in the face of this pain,

Despite this, the promise of comfort at the end of the verse looks
attractive. At first, perhaps just feeling more “comfortable” sounds like
a relief, Perhaps even a numbing from what causes the pain. But, the
English word “comfort” means “with strength.” Fort — like a fort or
fortress. Could that even be a stronghold where we could hide? That
is encouraging! Somewhere to receive solace and protection in a time
of pain is welcome, indeed.

Then, the discovery that “comfort” in the original Greek is actually
“paraklethesontai,” which comes from the verb “parakalec” — to call to
one's side. That seems even more personal. Mot just a place of escape
to make it through today, but an actual “someone” who could come
beside. A personal helper . . . a paraclete! In John 14:16, John uses
the term “parakleton” when Jesus tells his disciples, “And 1 will ask the
Father, and he will give vou another Helper (parakleton).” That Helper
is the Holy Spirit! Jesus not only offers strength in the midst of
mourning — He offers the person of the Holy Spirit to come near us in
our pain.

“Blessed are those who hurt deeply, for my strong Spirit will embrace
them” might be another way to say this Beatitude. He is full of the
power we lack - and vet, He is willing to come close to us in our
weakest moments. He can be our rock in the sea of suffering:

“Rock of ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in Thee.”
(Augustus Toplady)

Let us reach for His strength alone in our pain. Let us choose the

f . ) .
closeness He offers 1o us ("W “%Ji“yﬁ



“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Matthew 5:5

On the surface this Beatitude seems to have very little meaning. My
first impression was that it was almost silly. How could a shy, retiring
person--cringing in the corner, afraid of his own shadow--ever gain
title to the whole planet?

This statement seems to contradict the plain facts of evervday life.
Mo sensible person, on looking about the world or studying history,
could sincerely accept this saying at face value,

At first glance, we might think that Jesus was stating the way things
ought to be rather than the way they are. But that is exactly what it
says in the Bible, and if Jesus said it, it must be true. And if it is not
true, then we must wonder what else in the Bible is false or
misleading. When correctly understood, the teaching of Jesus is
found to be not only true but exceedingly practicable.

Motice that there are three key words in the text - meek, inherit,
and earth.

First of all, the true significance of the word meek in the Bible is a
mental attitude for which there is no other word available, Itis a
mental attitude that is the secret of "prosperity,” or success in prayer,
It is a combination of open-mindedness, faith in God, and the
realization that the will of God for us is always something joyous,
interesting, and vital--better than anything we could think for
ourselves,

Meekness is the acceptance of humility and the surrendering of your
life to God.

Inherit does not mean the granting of title to something, instead, it
means that you will gain dominion over it,

The word earth does not mean this planet on which we reside. It
really means a manifestation. It makes reference to the whole of
your outer experience--that is to say, having the power to bring your
conditions of your life into harmony and true success.

Therefore, "the meek shall inherit the earth” means that when we

accept the Lord Jesus as our Savior and dedicate our lives to living in
accordance with the will of God, we will therefore have dominion

over all the elements of our lives.
%ﬂ" @nﬁ‘m
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HYMN: Go to Dark Gethsemane

Go to dark Gethsemane,

You who feel the tempter's pow'r;
Your Redeemer's conflict see;
Watch with Him one bitter hour;
Turn not from His griefs away;
Learn of Jesus Christ to pray.

Follow to the judgment hall;
View the Lord of life arraigned;
O the worm-wood and the gall!
O the pangs His soul sustained!
Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss;
Learn of Him to bear the cross.

Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb
There' adoring at His feet,
Mark the miracle of time,

God's own sacrifice complete:
"It is finished!” Hear the cry;
Learn of Jesus Christ to die.

Early hasten to the tomb
Where they laid his breathless clay;
All is solitude and gloom;
Who hath taken Him away?
Christ is ris'n! He meets our eyes:
Savior, teach us so to rise.

James Montgomery
1825



“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they will be filled. Matthew 5:6

There's a difference between being hungry and having a craving.
Hunger is about sustenance what your body actually needs to live.
Cravings are louder, flashier, and often easier to satisfy, but they
don’t nourish. You can eat and still be malnourished.

Jesus doesn't say, “Blessed are those who crave righteousness.” He

says, hunger and thirst for it. Because righteousness isn't comfort
food.

It doesn’t always taste good going down.
It doesn’t numb pain or pad our ego.
It doesn’t promise quick satisfaction.

Yet in the church, we often settle for spiritual junk food, messages
that feel good but don’t form us:

Wealth instead of sacrifice
Influence instead of faithfulness
Aesthetics instead of obedience
Tolerance instead of truth
Prosperity instead of holiness

These things can fill a room, but they won’t fill a soul. Lent asks us to
notice what we've been feeding on and what we've been avoiding. To
let ourselves feel the ache again.

To desire what actually gives life. This season invites us to fast not
just from food, but from false fullness anything that dulls our hunger
for God while leaving our hearts unchanged. Because only those who
are willing to be truly hungry will recognize real bread when it's
offered.

PRAYER: Jesus, strip away the things | crave but don’t need. Teach

me to hunger for what is righteous, even when it costs me. Fill me
not with comfort but with You. Amen.

Q@/a <77a1uw/t
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“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
Matthew 5:7

If we are honest, mercy is something we all need. We need it when we
make mistakes, when we fall short, when we say the wrong thing or act
without thinking. We hope others will be patient with us, to see our
hearts even when our actions miss the mark. And each day, whether we
realize it or not, we depend on the mercy God so freely gives.

In the Beatitudes, Jesus reminds us that mercy is not just something to
receive--it is something to practice. Being merciful means choosing
grace over judgment and compassion over criticism. It often begins with
a pause, a moment to remember that every person we encounter is
carrying something we may not see.

Mercy does not mean ignoring hurt or pretending pain does not matter,
Sometimes mercy is a quiet, courageous choice--to forgive, to let go of
resentment, or to respond gently when it would be easier to close our
hearts. Mercy asks us to look at others through God's eves, not just
through our own experiences or emotions.

Jesus lived this kind of mercy every day. He welcomed the broken,
restored the outcast, and offered forgiveness where others offered
condemnation. When we choose mercy, even in small ways, we reflect
Christ's love to the world around us,

Jesus promises that those who are merciful will receive mercy. When we
extend mercy, we often discover that our own hearts are changed as well.
We begin to understand grace more deeply--both for others and for
ourselves.

Who might God be inviting you to show mercy to today? It may be
someone else, It may be yourself,

PRAYER: Loving God, thank You for the mercy You give us again and
again. Help us to extend that mercy to others with patience and grace,

When it feels hard, remind us of Your compassion toward us. Soften our
hearts, guide our words, and teach us to love the way You love. Amen.

o@nm 'Z)wn



“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
Matthew 5:8

How often do we think about purity? In today's world, pure is used
most in advertising. Natural cosmetics are called pure. Food is pure if it
is all natural or free of chemicals or is not genetically altered. Even
soap (at least Ivory soap) is 99.44 percent pure. Of all the
advertisements that use pure in their descriptions or names, only Ivory
soap is honest enough to admit that it is not 100 percent pure. Many
of the others end up prosecuted for false advertising. This is because
all these products miss the essence of purity.

If something is pure, it must be 100 percent whatever it is supposed to
be. The human heart, which Biblically means the emotions, intellect,
thoughts, feelings, and purpose, must be totally aligned with the purity
of God. Not 99.9999 percent, but 100 percent.

So how can we be pure in heart? Humans, no matter how fully
committed we may be, are not capable of that kind of purity. We try.
We try for purity in love, in justice, in kindness, and all the other godly
attributes. Yet the small vices still have their hold. We yell at the slow
driver in front of us. We call someone a fool. We gossip and justify our
selfishness. We lament with Paul in Romans 7:19, “For | do not do the
good | want, but the evil | do not want is what | do.”

Lent is a time to reflect on what Jesus has done for us. Today as we
think about purity, we should stop and consider that it is Jesus' purity

we need to depend on, not our own. By his death and resurrection, we
become pure and can see God face to face.

Esther (Zﬁué'/wﬂor/

Wednesday, February 25, 2026



“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Matthew 5:9
Jesus calls his followers to be “peacemakers.” In a world with no
shortage of conflict, there are an overwhelming number of approaches
to achieving peace.

One approach is to dominate or eradicate opposition. Another
approach is to negotiate terms that both sides can live with. Some are
able to lead people to a different understanding of a conflict, increasing
empathy and decreasing animosity between affected parties.
Occasionally, one just needs to wait things out, let them blow over.

Throughout Jesus’s mission, we watch Him employ all of these
strategies at one point or another (respectively Mart. 8:28-34, Mart.
22:15-22, John 7:1-10), but the grand finale of his peacekeeping efforts
was the crucifixion. He submitted himself to the cruelty of the
opposition, and in doing so claimed victory over His (and our) enemies.

It's a confusing turn of events that's easy for us to normalize or take for
granted, but if we do the work to try and put ourselves in the shoes of
the disciples, who left everything they had to follow the Son of God,
seeing him die a brutal humiliating death would have been earth
shattering. But that's how He did it. He resolved the conflict of
humanity's separation from God by handing himself over completely to
the brutality of the people that hated him.

Though often our culture aggrandizes the bravery of warriors, a closer
parallel to Jesus’ method of peacemaking can be found in the story of
the martyrs. One story that comes to mind is the story of Paul Miki,
one of the 26 Martyrs of Japan (1597). Paul's father was a brave and
respected military man, which would have set him up for a successful
military career. Paul instead chose to be a preacher. Paul Miki's last
sermon was given from a cross while he was being executed by the
Japanese government alongside 25 other Christians after a forced
march of 600 miles. According to accounts Paul forgave his
executioners as he was dying, spreading peace to his enemies even
with his last breath.

PRAYER: Jesus, help us rise to Your calling to be peacemakers and
prepare us to follow Your call to reflect Your love in our circumstances.
Convict and forgive us when we fall short until we see You again.

Amen. OM} ,,{ ‘Z’m



“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 5:10

Gen 15:6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as
righteousness. (NIV)

The two fundamental words in this scripture are “persecited” and
“righteousness.” Before we look at the persecution, let's look at
righteousness. We have all sinned, so how can we be righteous? In
Genesis, Abram, even before he was renamed to Abraham, believed
God (had faith) which was credited to him as righteousness. It is by
our faith, our belief in Jesus and His resurrection, that we are made
righteous by God.

As James says, our faith leads us to the acts of righteousness,
following God's law, feeding the hungry, clothing the naked,
welcoming the stranger. Jesus has a partial list in Matthew 25, It
was for their profession of faith in Jesus, often evidenced by these
visible acts, that Christians were persecuted in the first centuries
after His death and resurrection,

But what about us in 20267 In middle school my daughter was told
by a classmate that she was not allowed 1o have a Bible at school.
She called him on his error and used it as a moment to witness. But
what if it had been a teacher? Would she have received bad grades,
or even detention if she had refused to give in? And she would have
refused.

Let us pray that, when these small persecutions come into our lives,
we may handle them with the faith, the determination, and the
presence of the Holy Spirit that our brothers and sisters in the first
century, or in places like Indonesia today, do. May we use them as
moments to witness to the love of God and His salvation in our lives.

Bl Urdorsovod

Friday, February 27, 2026




“Blessed are you when revile and persecute you and utter all
kirvds of evil a?;.inst Foum; on myyguncnunﬁl Hejnine?gnd be glad, for
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you. |esus Matthew 5:11-12

Al times, Christians may be maltreated because they choose to follow
Jesus. Jesus tells us that persecution resulting from following Him
results in reward in heaven.

By some In the U.5., Christianity may be viewed as the source of
various problems. Often, persons viewpoints are discounted or ignored
if they profess to following Jesus. In other places of the world, entire
communities are murdered and their villages are destroved because
they love Jesus. Christianity is outlawed in some places, resulting in
imprisonment or death for those who worship Christ. Even worse
things happen.

Rejoice? In the original language the word means...rejoice. Be glad? In
the original language the word means...greatly rejoice, be really glad,
exult. It implies jumping for joy. All my property is confiscated and |
am thrown in prison for following Jesus. Rejoice and be glad? Yep,
exactly,

This sort of confidence does not spring up all at once when we need
it. If we are to endure maltreatment with anticipatory gladness, we
need to be ready beforehand.

As yvou proceed through the Lenten season, ask the Holy Spirit to help
you understand Jesus’ message. Then make a determined decision to
vield to what Jesus asks of you now so that you will experience his joy
every day, regardless of circumstances. (Phil. 4:7).

The reward Jesus promises us is not received now. However, faithful
trust and character develops through study, fellowship, and waorship
each day. Patience, obedience, faith, trust, perseverance..you will
learn these as vou cling 1o Jesus who suffered and died for us.

PRAYER: Help us Lord to know you and rejoice in you today so that if
our circumstances change, we just keep worshipping and rejoicing in

you. Amen. \.%& Ehes



HYMN: All Praise to Our Redeeming Lord

All praise to our redeeming Lord,
who joins us by His grace
and bids us, each to each restored,
together seek His face.

He bids us build each other up;
and gathered into one,
to our high calling’s glorious hope,
we hand in hand go on.

We all partake the joy of one,
the common peace we feel;
a peace to sensual minds unknown,
a joy unspeakable.

And if our fellowship below
in Jesus be so sweet,
what height of rapture shall we know
when ‘round His throne we meet!

Charles Wesley
1747

Sunday, March 1, 2026



13 *You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its
saltiness be restored? It is no lo good for anything but is thrown
out and trampled under foot. 14 “You are the light of the world. Aclt'p
built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 People do not light a lamp and put
under the bushel basket; mther. they put it on lampstand, a.nd |t
ives light to all in the house. 16 In ?‘?':E same way, let your light shine
Eeforeo'dwers so that they m %nodwcrksa.ndgweglonrto
your Father in heaven.  Ma

In the past few years, my sister Dawn has been diagnosed with
Diabetes and suffered a nearly-fatal heart attack. As a result, she
has had to eliminate both sugar and salt from her diet. | asked her
which she missed more, and her response was immediate: salt. It
made me wonder why; | mean, sugar is pretty wonderful and makes
a lot of people (including me) very happy. But Dawn said it well:
“Salt enhances everything. It doesn't just enrich flavors, it adds to
them.” She went on to add that there are many good substitutions
for sugar, but nothing she has found is like real salt.

If we are to be the salt of the earth, we would do well to remember
those words as we walk through our daily lives. Are we enhancing
our world? Are we spreading God's love to enrich and add to the
lives of others? Are we rising above the world's substitutions for
peace, joy, and grace and instead showing people there is no
replacement for real relationships grounded in Christ?

The way we answer those questions leads into the second half of the
Matthew passage. If we answer the questions with a resounding
“Yes!” or even a meeker, but honest “I'm trying”, we are serving as
God’s light in the darkness. Some days we might be a strong beam,
and others we are a flickering candle, but it is still light that we are
bringing to the world. The more we enhance and enrich others
through real, Christ-centered relationships, the brighter our light.

PRAYER: Lord, help us be the real salt that people crave and the
light that draws them to you. Show us how to live lives that
enhance, enrich, and illuminate. Amen.

Loeb Pnde



17 “Doa not think that | have come to abelish the Law or the Prophets: |
have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly | tell you, until heaven
and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will

from the law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks one
of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same
will be called least in the kingdorn of heaven, but whoever does them and
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For | tell
you, unless your rightecusness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:17-20

Christ is painting a picture of a progression here. Why was the Law
given? So the people of God would know what he expected of
them. The law itself was a teaching tool, and like all teaching tools
it was pointing to something. That something was Christ. There
are Old Testament hints at this ("And Abraham believed the Lord
and it was counted to him as Righteousness"). He is not destroying
what has been, he is its logical end point, or one of them. He
points to both here. The law teaches what is right so flawed
humans can approach and eventually interact with Christ and take
the next step in coming back to God, which is the whole point from
the beginning. But the alternative, the part that often gets the
most attention is verse 20. If you do not take the path that has
fulfilled the law (Christ) you will be trapped by the harder path,
stuck in the lesson until it is learmed, and stuck where getting to
the whole point of learning (Heaven) is just out of reach because
you haven't moved on to the next stage.

Much later (Matthew 22:36-40) Christ will reinforce the point he
makes here: What is the purpose of the Law? To teach people
whose relationship with what humans called gods was transactional
(1 do this, vou do that) how to love. To shift the focus from the
trade of services to a relationship with the creator. Which is why
the greatest commandment is to love the Lord our God with all our
heart, mind, and spirit. In the Old Testament days this was radical.
People bribed the gods. They bought favor with them; they bribed
them to get mad at their enemies not their own people. God
moved slowly through "l am your God." to "l am vour only God"
then to "l am the only God." And the law was thai guiding process,
By Jesus's time they had finally started paying attention and were
ready for the next lesson. Which was to learn what the law was
for. And now he is setting up the next lesson: How to love without
the training wheels of the law, To take the step from a transaction
to a relationship.

Q{fﬂrﬂm- ﬁr,-méﬁ—r
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“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, "You shall not murder;
‘whoever murders shall be liable tt:r{udgmenf 22 But | say to you that if you

are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment, and if you insult a
brother or sister, you will be liable to the council, and If you say, You fool, you will
be liable to the hell of fire. 23 So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you
remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift
there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then
come and offer your gift. Matthew 5:21-24
*Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” 1. Love God. 2.

Love others (Mar. 22:37-38).

This is one of many moments in scripture in which Jesus draws a direct
correlation between our love for Him and our love for others. (See also n.
21:15, Mat. 25:40 and Jn. 13:35.) In loving others, we love God. Not to
mistaken for warm, positive feelings, Godly love is sacrificial love: “For God
so loved the world, that He gave His only t::igo[ten Son” (Jn. 3:16). Paul
summarizes (extensively!) the nature of Godly love in 1 Corinthians 13: Godly
love is not self-seeking, Godly love keeps no record of wrongs, Godly love
always hopes and always perseveres. If that wasn't challenging enough among
reciprocal relationships, Jesus takes it a step further when He mandates that
we love even those who will not love us in return (Mat. 5:44). According to
Jesus, the world will hate us because we belong to Him who exposes darkness
(Jn. 15:19). As we are bearers of His light, we can expect the world to recoil
when its sin is illuminated. Yet, in as much as the world is hell-bent on hating
us, s0 we must be heaven-bent on loving the world.

We must notice in Matthew 5:23, however, that Jesus is not referring to the
nonreciprocal, purely self-giving relationship we have with the “outside”
world, but to the relationships between brothers and sisters - those
belonging, with us, to the family of God! How important is it to love the
members of Christ’s own body to which we ourselves belong?! If the church
is God's chosen dwelling on earth through which He is actively saving the
human race, then unity is not optional, as “a household divided against itself
will not stand” (Mat. 12:25). Our love for God demands this from us, or
rather... our love for God is actualized in this. Loving God is inextricable from
loving others, and vice versa. We cannot adequately love others in a way that
fulfills God’s commandment without doing so out of love for Him. It is the
fruit of our worship. When we worship God and declare what we believe 1o
be true about His character and His works, do our actions reflect what we
profess to be true? Of the Pharisees, Jesus quoted from the prophet Isaiah in
Martthew 15: “These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far
from me. They worship me in vain.”

Thus, in Matthew 5:24, Jesus tells us to not even bother bringing our sacrifice
to the altar if we are not willing to love the members of His vy, whether
we must be the ones to forgive or are in need of forgiveness(!). Loving as
God has commanded us to love requires a heart of humility and a heart
longing for God's kingdom to come on earth as it is in heaven.

%’éf Coss




25 Come to termns quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with

him, or your accuser may hand you over to theeﬁudge and the judge to the guard,
and will be thrown into prison. 26 Truly | t m: u will never get out until
you have paid the last penny. tthew 5:25-26

Whether it’s a game of Monopoly or real life, jail is not a fun place.

Jesus tells us to resolve interpersonal conflicts quickly. Why? Because they
easily spiral out of control. Paul wrote, “In yvour anger do not sin, do nor let
the sun go down on your anger. Do not give the devil a foothold. "The devil
seeks to ruin relationships. Someone God designed to be a beloved sister
or friend becomes someone we avoid.

Jesus describes two opponents who end up in court. They can play the
*who is at fault game,” saying “He hit me first!” Often both are at fault.
But what matters to Mom and Dad is that we learn to love one another
and get along by the way of the Cross.

Here is a personal example. Decades ago | had bad feelings toward my
mother-in-law. | cannot even remember the cause, but | soon telephoned,
saving, “Susie, | value our relationship. | don’t want anything to come
between us. Something happened and | wonder if we can talk about it.”
We cleared the air and—Dbig person that she was—she told me how much
she appreciated the call. Until her recent death we remained good friends.

In summary,

+ 1. Go wisely. “A soft tongue breaks a hard bone.”
* 2. Go humbly. Examine vour own heart first, “Could | be at fault here?”
* 3. Go quickly. Pray then meet. Nip bitterness in the bud.

Need to settle something? “Pray and don't delay.”

All who received mercy are exhorted to show mercy. Was | selfishly
wrong? | admit it and make amends. Was the other person wrong? |
forgive as God forgave me,

Remember Monopoly? Jesus is our GET OUT OF JAIL FREE card. Don’t
stay stuck in jail trying to pay an impossible debt down to the last penny.

Reconcile!
T«/?ﬂﬂ . %ﬂmw
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“You have heard that it was said. “You shall not commit adultery! 28 But |
say to you that everyone who looks at a womnan with lust has already
committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you
to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your
members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if

r right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better

or you to lose one of your members than for your whole to

into hell.  |esus Matthew 5: ?_33::

At first read, | wonder why we are not all blind and handless (and
euntchs - or whatever the female equivalent might be)! Can we go
to heaven by removing a hand or an eye? But that is not the point,
isit?

Jesus is looking into the heart and mind. He is probing the condition
of the spirit, the soul, the essence of your being. There he sees a
fatal virus that wrecks relationships and wars against his perfect
love. That virus is lust.

Lust is the desire and longing to use, have, or possess what is not
rightfully ours. It can be directed toward a person or a thing. It
changes a person into a thing. It is sinful because it is neither loving
God with all we are nor loving our neighbors as ourselves. (Mt,
22:34-40). This virus-sin breaks our relationship with God. Jesus says
that it is better to give up anything to prevent our relationship with
Him being broken. Lust must be killed.

How do vou overcome all sin, including lust? First, vou don’t, Jesus
does. Ask Jesus to purge the virus-sin from your life. Second, ask
Jesus to forgive vou of all the times vou have given in to sin by
thought, word or deed. Ask Him to help vou receive His forgiveness.
Third, assert vour will, commit to sin no more. Fourth, be held
accountable by another person who will ask you directly whether
you are experiencing or giving in to temptation or sin. Fifth, be
encouraged. The process of becoming “perfect” is God's work with
which we cooperate over a lifetime.

PRAYER: Friend Jesus, help me find people to whom | can be
accountable and spurred on to Christian perfection in love. Amen.

Seith Cressman



“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate
of divorce! 32 But | say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except
on the ground of sexual immorality. causes her to commit adultery, and
whoewver marries a divorced worman commits adultery, Matthew 5:31-32

I may have been crazy to tackle this passage. Fools rush in where
angels fear to tread. &% But | pray that God will help me deal with
this subject with love and grace,

Moses allowed a man to divorce his wife for adultery (Deut.24:1). In
that society if a man sent his wife away or he turned her out of the
house, she had little recourse and was probably without means of
support. When Moses allowed him to give her a certificate of
divorce, she was free to remarry.

By Jesus’ time the Pharisees had expanded the rules to allow a man
to divorce his wife for almost anything that displeased him, like
burming the toast. In Matthew 19:3 the Pharisees asked, “Is it lawful
for a man to divorce his wife for any reason at all?” Jesus replied that
from the beginning a husband and his wife became one flesh in
marriage (Gen. 2:18-25). “And | say to you, whoever divorces his
wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman commits
adultery” (Matt. 19:9).

Paul deals with marriage to an unbeliever. If the unbelieving partner
chooses to leave, let them leave. Otherwise, try to stay in the
marriage (1 Cor. 7:12-16). Of course, if someone is not married, the
command is not to be unequally united with an unbeliever (2 Cor.
6:14).

This is not a topic for condemnation (Romans 8:1). Although God
hates divorce (Malachi 2:16), He does NOT hate anyone who has
been divorced. We all have junk in our past that needs forgiveness.
That is why we need a Savior! Jesus loves you more than you can
imagine and wants to heal any wounds you carry.

Saturday, March 7, 2026



HYMN: Jesus, Thine All-Victorious Love

Jesus, Thine all-victorious love
shed in my heart abroad:
then shall my feer no longer rove,
rooted and fixed In God.

Q that in me the sacred fire
might now begin to glow;
burn up the dross of base desire,
and make the mountains flow!

O that it now from heav'n might fall,
and all my sins consume!
Come, Holv Ghost, for Thee | call:
Spirit of burning come.

Refining fire, go through my heart,
illuminate my soul;
scatter Thy life through ev'ry part,
and sanctify the whole,

My steadfast soul from falling free,
shall then no longer move,
while Christ is all the world to me
and all my heart is love.

Charles Wesley
1740



“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, "fou
shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord!
34 But | say to you: Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the
throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem,
for it is the city of the great King. 36 And do not swear by your head, for
you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 Let your word be “fes, Yes' or
No, No'; anything meore than this comes from the evil one.

Matthew 5:33-37

The fundamental purpose of living a righteous life is grounded in the
Ten Commandments, which provide a foundational understanding of
what is right and what is wrong. In today's world, the distinction
between right and wrong can often seem unclear. Swearing or
making oaths can introduce ambiguity, leading others to believe that
what Is said must be true simply because it is accompanied by such
declarations. Phrases like swearing on a stack of Bibles, one’s
mother's grave, or saying "as God is my witness" are intended to
emphasize the truthfulness of a statement and persuade others of its
validity.

During the time of Jesus, and still in our present day, misinformation
and deceit are prevalent. Jesus challenges us, as his disciples, to build
our lives on honesty and integrity. This means living with
accountability and trustworthiness in all aspects of life. When you
consistently speak and act truthfully, people recognize you as
reliable and trustworthy. There is no need to swear or take oaths to
prove the truthfulness of yvour words; vour actions and words will
speak for themselves. By living in this way, vou become a person of
honor and respect, someone who can be trusted in all things., People
will see you are a person they can have faith in all things. This is the
way to show whose you are!

PRAYER: Our Lord and Savior, Thanks for the opportunities we

have 1o show who yvou are! May we continue 1o honor you in our
words, thoughts and actions.

?—’f;:f @m?}‘
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“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth! 39
But | say to you: Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right
cheek, turn the other also, 40 and if anyone wants to sue you and take your
shirt, give your coat as well, 41 and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also
the second mile. 42 Give to the one who asks of you, and do not refuse
anyone who wants to borrow from you. Matthew 5:38-42

When | signed up to write a devotion, | failed to check out the assigned
scripture for the date selected and must admit, the "Eve for an Eve
Principle” would not have been my first choice. It has always seemed a
little extreme. However, after some consideration and a lot of prayer,
I've come 1o the conclusion that this was exactly the passage God had
for me.

In this passage, Jesus was referring to the Old Testament laws
(Deuteronomy 19:21) that were originally given to govern civil and
criminal justice; not specifically intended to govern personal everyday
relationships between family members, friends, and neighbors. The
people were living under unfair Roman occupation and probably
struggled with a lot of conflict, chaos, and anger. In this passage, Jesus
boldly quoted those O.T. laws to get the people's attention and to help
them understand how His followers should respond in times of
affliction and turmaoil.

That's when | realized how relevant Jesus’ instructions in this passage
are for us today. Jesus knows we need guidance today in the midst of
the confusion, dissention, and anger that surrounds us. He set the bar
high in the examples given in these verses, but the message is very
clear. He is telling us how we should respond to the chaos around us -
that kindness can disarm hostility. How we react to evil is important.
We cannot react with hate, name-calling, and revenge. Hate breeds
more hate and escalates more anger and division. Jesus is saying the
concept of retribution and violence does not work. Resistance through
kindness promotes a culture of peace rather than conflict and hate. We
can make a deliberate decision today to replace our criticism with
kindness.

Dorodly Sgpoh



“You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy! 44 But | say to you: Love your enemies and pray for those who
ute you, 45 so that you may be children of your Father in heaven, for

makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good and sends rain on the
riihateous and on the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you,
what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47
And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing
than others? Do not even the gﬁ:tiles do the same? 48 Be perfect,
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. Matthew 5:43-48

DECADES AGO, while in school, it sometimes seemed as though
"hate" was a very easy way for some newer students to connect
with each other. Hating school, or hating the Texas Longhorns
during football season, was an actual bond we could all have
together.

YEARS LATER, while at work, hate for some of the bosses, or
different political decisions, always became a way for us to connect.

It was often the only thing we would have in common, leading to
odd friendships.

I was never actually "persecuted” by the University of Texas or my
employers, but the "hate" was just so easy.

It wasn't until i was QUITE A BIT older, that, filled with the Holy
Spirit, | understood Jesus' instructions in the verses. That even
pagans and tax collectors will love those who already love them.
We are told specifically to Love and Pray for our enemies. Hating
others has no place in God's plan.

PRAYER: Lord, help us through this day, without saying a word
against someone or harboring ill feelings. Amen.

Sarry Edunris
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“Beware of practicing your righteousness before others in order to be seen by
them, for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2 “So whenever

you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the h‘pocnr:ees d19 irl1 the .
y others. Truly | te

s es and in the streets, so that they may be praised
rou. % have received their reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let
eft hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your alms may be done in

secret, and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
Matthew 6:1-4

This passage brought up a dilemma in my walk with Jesus. How can |
voluntarily help others, rather it is with food, money, or a caring hand, and
not be noticed? It became clear that | may have been only focusing on
verse 1 and not on verses that follow. So the question is: when | give or

do for others, what am | wanting out of it? Immediate recognition, a pat on
the back, a round of applause? When | reflect on my past giving and have
received recognition or maybe applause, | noticed that the reason for giving
was over in a instant and the joy of doing for others was gone.

There is a hymn from The Cokesbury Worship book that | refer to time and

time again to help me remember why and for whom | do the deeds of
helping others, in whatever way is needed. | lift it up as a prayer to remind
me, | am to extend God's love, rather than serving from personal desires,

approval, or praise from others.
Others

Lord, help me live from day to day
In such a self-forgetful way
That even when | kneel to pray
My prayer shall be for -- Others.

Help me in all the work | do
To ever be sincere and true
And know that all I'd do for You
Must needs be done for -- Others.

Others, Lord, yes, others,
Let this my motto be,
Help me to live for others,
That | may live like Thee.

C. D. Meigs, 1917

PRAYER: Lord, help me live in a self-forgetful way. Help me in all the work |
do, to ever be sincere and true. Let self be crucified and slain and buried deep.
Others Lord, let this my motto be and help me live for others, that | may live
like thee. Amen
Grace in serving!
Being empowered by God’s grace, to serve others humbly and joyful.

C%:-'g/ @mﬁ'




“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to stand
and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be
seen by others. Truly | tell you, they have received their reward. & But
whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your
Father whao is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret :‘:.la r?:arcé ?Smr:f
tthew &6:5-

| grew up in the church. Dad was a pastor. Mom and Dad were
missionaries in Sierra Leone, West Africa. | really got to see the church
from the inside and pot to know many characters who were inside with
me.

One of those characters was Mrs, Smith. Mrs. Smith sometimes led the
church in the moming praver during worship. She would stand in the
middle of the congregation and pray in a time of "Holy Hush" that would
tell evervone present that she was in conversation with the Almighty
One. It was a tone she never used in normal conversation.

As a child, | became curious and peeked. She prayed with her eves open.
Her pupils were turned up so all | could see were the whites of her eves.
It frightened me. | thought she was having some kind of fit.

In the vears since, | have sometimes wondered about Mrs. Smith. Were
her prayers more about talking with God or impressing the members of
the church? From where did she receive her reward?

In our acts of worship and mercy we need to take care. Our motives
matter. Our worship and service need to be directed toward God. Our

God who sees in secret will reward us. If we act to impress others, we
have our reward in full.

r;férg j" (fl:}m‘rm
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“When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the

gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard because of their

many words. B Do not be like thern, for your Father knows what you
before you ask him. Matthew 6:7-8

Do yvou ever find yourself talking too much — dominating a
conversation? Or do vou ever look back on a conversation you have
had and realize you kept repeating vourself and you never gave the
other person a chance to talk? | wonder if that is what Jesus is
talking about here.

Jesus is teaching the disciples about prayer. Our relational God
wants us to talk to him, but as with any relationship we also need to
be quiet and listen. The number of our words won't manipulate God
into acting outside of his will. We need to listen for the voice of the
Spirit directing us how to pray.

God knows what we need even before we ask Him. Our soul’s
posture is important also - are we telling God what 1o do and how 1o
do it? Or are our hearts and minds surrendered so that we can
receive His answer 1o our request. He knows what we need. He is a
loving and good God.

Psalm 46:10 tells us - "Be still and Know that | Am God. | will be
exalted among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth."  In this
context the verb 'still’ points to a quieted heart that ceases striving,
acknowledges God's sovereignty, and finds security in His exaltation
among the nations. How can we do that? By knowing deeply in our
soul that He is God.

A challenge for all of us — to slow down, to be quiet and just praise
God for who He is. Then ask God, what do | need to hear from You
about - a relationship in my life, a health concern, or a sin in my life.
As you focus on what the Spirit reveals, yvou will know God in a

deeper way.

PRAYER: Thank vou, Lord, that You desire for us to pray without
ceasing. (1 Thessalonians 5:17) Quiet us so we may also listen

without ceasing.
Gorrly Ry



HYMN: Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive

'Forgive our sins as we forgive,’
vou taught us, Lord, to pray,
but you alone can grant us grace
to live the words we say.

How can your pardon reach and bless
the unforgiving heart,

that broods on wrongs and will not let
old bitterness depart?

In blazing light your cross reveals
the truth we dimly knew:
what trivial debts are owed to us,
how great our debt to you!

Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls,
and bid resentment cease;
then, bound to all in bonds of love,
our lives will spread your peace.

Rosamond E. Herklots
1966
(Matthew 6:12)
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"Pray, then, in this way:  Our Father in heaven, may your name be
revered as holy. 10 May your kingdom come. May your will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us today our daily bread. 12 And forgi
us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And do not bring
us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil one. 14 "For if you

forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive
you, 15 but if you do not forgive others, neither will ﬁur Father forgive
your trespasses. tthew 6:9-1

This scripture serves as a beautiful daily guide for prayer.
Unfortunately, | often find myself reciting it from memory without
genuinely reflecting on the words | am saying. Let’s slow down and
consider the depth of this prayer.

The prayver begins by reminding us to fix our eves on God and praise
Him for who He is. He creared us: He is our Father.

Mext, we acknowledge that He is sovereign: He has a kingdom and a
will that He desires to be done on this earth. This is a crucial moment
for self-reflection: Am | living in a way that helps build His kingdom?
Is my will In alignment with His?

God provides for both our physical and spiritual lives. Am | thankful
for these provisions? Am | setting aside time to abide with Him so
that my soul is fed each day?

I must receive forgiveness from God myself before | can effectively
forgive others. Receiving His forgiveness is essential because | can't
share something that | don't have. Where have | sinned this day? Who
do | need to forgive?

Giving into temptation leads us into sin. When we ask God not to lead
us into temptation, we are asking Him for discernment. We need His
light on our lives so that we can discern whether our thoughts,
emotions, and actions are honoring Him. When we listen and obey His
answer, He will protect us from the evil one. Where do you need
discernment?

Unforgiveness clouds our view, and we can quickly become resentful
and arrogant, effectively becoming our own god. It is no wonder that
God will not forgive us under those circumstances. We have lost sight
of Him, and our unrepentant sin is great in our own hearts,
overshadowing all that God wants to do in our lives. How is
unforgiveness obscuring vour view of God's kingdom and will?

PRAYER: Thank you, Lord, for teaching us how to pray. Help us 1o

embrace your grace and mercy,
Borerly Ky




“And whenever you fast, do not look somber, like the hyﬁaocrites. for they
mark their faces to show others that they are fasting. Truly | tell you, they
have received their reward. 17 But when you fast, put il on your head
and wash your face, 18 so that your fasting may be seen not by others
but by your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret
will reward you. Matthew 6:16-18

In the hostile wildermess of Judea, Jesus prayed and fasted for
forty days while still resisting the temptations of Satan.
Instead of praise for His actions, Jesus received persecution.
We are encouraged 1o observe the season of Lent by fasting -
- denying ourselves something we enjov or value. However,
we are told to resist calling attention to how faithfully we are
denying ourselves or showing others how much we are
suffering, as this self-praise will be our only reward.

Instead, we are instructed to continue our normal daily lives,
In this way, only God is aware of our efforts to practice self-
denial while maintaining an attitude of worship. Only the
Father who is unseen, will know what we have done in secret,
and our reward will come from Him.

ok -
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“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust{u]
consurne and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and
where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also. Matthew 6:19-11

My family recently finished readlng, C. 5. Lewis’ book The Voyage of
the Dawn Treader, which is part of The Chronicles of Narnia series. In
the magical world of Narnia, people and animals sail tc-%ether on a quest
to explore the uncharted seas. The smallest member of the crew is a
talking mouse named Reepicheep. Throughout the voyage, the crew of
the Dawn Treader encounter many trials and temptations, but
Reepicheep is the most courageous and steadfast of them all. He
constantly encourages the other characters to embrace situations that
look perilous for the sake of adventure and honor. Although at first he
might seem to be only interested in his own glory, the ending of the
smnﬁshm he has a much deeper motivation. As they reach the end of
the Marnian world, he reveals that his deepest wish is to see Aslan’s
country — the Narnian equivalent of heaven.

Reepicheep tells the crew, “My own plans are made. While | can, | sail
east in the Dawn Treader. When she fails me, | paddle east in my
coracle, When she sinks, | shall swim east with my four paws. And
when | can swim no longer, if | have not reached Aslan's country, or shot
over the edge of the world in some vast cataract, | shall sink with my
nose to the sunrise . .."

At the end of book, Reepicheep does indeed go on to Aslan’s country.
The character Aslan is the great lion who has offered redemption,
forgiveness, and transformation to everyone he meets in Narnia. He is
the Christ figure. In res?ons.e to Aslan's love, Reepicheep gladly lays
down his sword — his only earthly possession — and his quest for glory.
He rows his small boat (coracle) alone, not knowing what treasures
aﬁvealt him, but confident it will be worthwhile because Aslan will be
there.

So often in my own life, it is easy to get caught up in the daily
responsibilities and diversions here on earth. Gathering things around
me that make tasks easier and my life more enjoyable can seem very
important. However, Christ calls me to look deeper. He asks me to
focus on eternal treasures.  Paul lists some of these in Galatians 5:22-
23: "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” (NIV)

How much of my time and energy am | spending gathering this treasure
for eternity? How much do | look to eternity when making my choices
for today? Am | willing to surrender my sword H"pussesmons and
agenda) for the eternal treasure awaiting me in heaven? Will I risk
everything | have and all of my identity to be with Jesus? Will | pursue
heaven at all costs?

For wherever my treasure is, there my heart will be also.
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