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ST. MARK'S BETHANY

NEWSLETTER
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!

Essentials -
We are the Body of Christ

Join us for worship this Sunday as we begin a new
sermon series, Essentials, with the message "We Are
the Body of Christ," based on 1 Corinthians 12:12-27.
This opening message reminds us that while we are ‘ We have classes for all ages and interests
many, we are one body in Christ--each person

Sunday School Classes

uniquely created, deeply valued, and essential to the CT\:LDREN(A 03019 030 - 1200
: ¢ : ursery (Ages O-3 yrs :30-12;
llfel of the church. As_ we launch this series together, KidMin (Age 3 - Sthgrade)  9:30 -10:35
we'll reflect on what it means to belong, to serve, and Wee Worship (Age 3- Kdgtn) 10:45 - 12:00
to live out our faith in community. Wherever you find
yourself on the journey, you are welcome here. ADULT
- 8:30am
. . New Life Rm 18
The Traditional service will begin at 9:30 am and the * do0am ,
g : s B Books of the Bible Rm 17
Modern service begins at 1:00 am. For individuals "
) . Disciple Class Rm 18
unable to attend in person, we are pleased to offer live Young Adults RmM 5
streaming for both services. -10:45 am
Faithbuilders Rm 18
To watch the live streams, please join us at: Good News Class  Choir Room
~ _ RO.CK. Rm 19
9:30 am Sunday morming 1:00 am Sunday moming | Understanding God's Word Rm 17
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https://www.youtube.com/live/Og1Ne7FTHmI
https://www.youtube.com/live/R-2v9p8S0-M

A Huge Thank You,
St. Mark’s Bethany!

What an incredible blessing it has been to watch our church
family come together over the past two weekends. Because
of the dedication, hard work, and servant hearts of so many
volunteers--and the wonder ladies of St. Mark's who
faithfully supported the crews--we were able to complete
the demolition in just two Saturdays instead of three.

From early mornings to dusty work, heavy lifting to behind-
the-scenes care, every act of service mattered. These photos
of the completed demolition tell the story of teamwork,
perseverance, and love in action--but they only capture part
of what truly made this possible: a church full of people who
care deeply about one another and about the future God is
building here.

Scripture reminds us, "Whatever you do, work at it with all
your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters"
(Colossians 3:23). That spirit was evident in every shovel
lifted, every wall taken down, and every meal shared.

We are also reminded of this promise: "For we are God's
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do" (Ephesians 2:10). St.
Mark's Bethany is an amazing church--not because of bricks
and walls, but because of its people living out that calling
together.

Thank you to everyone who gave
their time, energy, tools, meals,
encouragement, and prayers.
Your willingness to serve has laid
an important foundation for what
comes next, and we are

deeply grateful.
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Administrative Council Meeting
Tuesday January 20

Our next Administrative Council meeting will be held
Tuesday, January 20th at 6:00 pm in Room 18. All
church members are invited to attend as we review
ministry updates, discuss upcoming plans, and continue
workRing together to support the mission of St. Mark's.

Your presence and voice matter --please join us if youre

able.
Learn Why We -
Worship the Way T —H-
We Do! nI!!l i

Have you ever wondered...
+ Why we say some of the same words every Sunday?

«  Why we celebrate Holy Communion every Sunday?

«  Why different people help lead worship throughout the year?
+ Why the colors in the church change throughout the year?

Join us Saturday, January 17th from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm for a
special family-friendly event as we explore the meaning and beauty
behind our worship traditions.

Through engaging teaching, hands-on crafts, food, and shared
worship, families will discover how worship helps shape our faith and
brings us closer to God--together.

(Children must be accompanied by an adult,)

Men's Bible Study
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm

The St. Mark's Men's Bible Study resumes on Tuesday,
January 6, at 7:00 pm in Room 17. This group offers a
welcoming space for men to gather around God's Word,
grow in faith, and encourage on another through
thoughtful discussion and prayer. Bring your Bible and
join the conversation as we explore Scripture together
and seek how it speaks into our daily lives. Whether
you've been part of the group before or are joining for
the first time, all men are welcome.

For information, call Fred Dalton at 405-823-7264 or
Rev. Allen Smith at 405-620-1861.
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Sermon on the Mount
Lenten Devotional

As announced last weeR, we are
inviting members of our church
family to help create a Lenten
Devotional centered on Jesus'
teachings from the Sermon on
the Mount. If you haven't
signed up yet, there's still time!
No writing experience is needed
--just a willing heart and a
desire to reflect on Christ's
words. Devotions should be
250-300 words in length and
are due by February 1 (earlier
submissions are welcome and
appreciated).

Christmas Eve
Offering

Because of your incredible
generosity, our Christmas
Offering raised $22,504.97.
With the $10,000 matching
funds we have a total of
$32,504.97. Every dollar
given will support God's work
In Kigoma sharing Christ's
love in tangible and lasting
wa?ls. Thank you for giving
so faithfully and for being
part of God's work beyond
our walls.

Kigoma Women's Center
Dedication Mission Trip
Plans are moving forward for the
June 7, 2026 dedication of the
Women's Center in Kigoma,
Tanzania.

Please keep this mission
opportunity in your prayers.
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KINGS & QUEENS CHILI COOK-OFF

Join us for a fun and flavorful evening at
our Chili Cook-Off on Sunday February 22!
Whether you're bringing your best chili
recipe or just coming to taste and enjoy
the fellowship, it's a night you won't want
to miss.

Chili providersshould have their chili set
up by 4:30 pm, and chili will be served
from 5:00-7:00 pm. Tickets are $5 per
person or $20 per family.

This event is sponsored by the Kings &
Queens Ministry and serves as a
fundraiser to support their ministry, so
come hungry and help make a difference -
- one bowl at a time.

Who will be the winners this year?

New Adult Bible Study Begins TONIGHT!

Join us TONIGHT at 6:30 p.m. for a new 10-week
adult Bible study, Profoundly Christian, Distinctly
Methodist, taught by Kayla and D) Gannon. This
study invites participants to explore the heart of
Christian faith and the foundations of Methodist
belief -- deepening understanding while
encouraging meaningful conversation and growth.

Together, we'll walk through key topics such as God
and creation, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, the
Church, grace, Scripture, the sacraments, and what it
means to live a life of faith and discipleship. This
study is designed to be both personal and
communal, offering space for reflection, discussion,
and practical application.

Whether you're new to the faith or have been
walking with Christ for many years, this study offers
a welcoming place to learn, grow, and journey
together.
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